IO8                THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN

" Secular singing " became a very definite institution,
with a ritual of its own, as for instance that all stood
for the singing of "The Elephant Battery" with
which its proceedings closed, and that all Welsh songs
were sung with no attempt at anything but an English
accent. This last phrase tempts me to a digression:
a body of Eton ladies, presided over by Mrs. Cornish,
used to meet to read French together: one of them
who had done her best was surprised to hear the
President say, with every appearance of commenda-
tion, " How wise of you not to attempt the French
accent! "

" Sunday singing " was not quite so successful:
I am disposed to attribute its partial failure to the un-
accountable preference of one of its most regular
members for the hymn prescribed in Ancient and
Modern for Midday in a City Church. As our
meetings took place in the evening the strain on the
imagination was frankly intolerable.

These are very personal memories and have no
moral or educational value: but I think that I can
claim some for my Thursday afternoon tea-parties.
The only rules were that no one spoke unless spoken
to by me, or when asking his neighbour what he
wanted to eat; that everyone looked after his left-
hand neighbour, and that everyone read a book either
lent or approved by myself. On most Thursdays the
room was crowded, and boys used often to stay im-
mersed in a comfortable chair and a good book for
something like two hours. I verily believe that some